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Barnes County SCD Named " National District of the Year" for Education

submitted by Karen Olstad, Barnes County Soil Conservation District

Pictured are: (back row) Supervisor Ben Jacob; Eco-Ed Coordinator and District
Technician Jim Hannig; Supervisors Richard Nordquist, Emil Hass, Jr., and Gene Klein;
(front) Asst. Coordinator and Office Manager Karen Olstad; and Supervisor Diane Olson.

TheBarnesCounty Soil Conservation
Didtrict, headquarteredinValley City,
N.D., recently washonored by the
National Associationof Conservation
Districts(NACD) as“Nationa
Digtrictof theY ear” for itseducation
program.

InFebruary 2002, BarnesCounty
SCD supervisorsand steff traveledto
NACD’ sannual meetinginReno,
Nev.,torecelvetheaward. In

additiontothenationa recognition,
thedistrictalsoreceiveda$1,000
cashaward.

BarnesCounty SCD wasnamedthe
NorthDakotaDistrict of theY ear for
2001 and subsequently wasenteredin
thenational competition. About
3,000 conservationdistrictsnation-
wideareeligibletoreceivethisaward.

TheBarnesCounty SCD coordinates

North DakotaEco-Ed campstohelp
educators, parentsand students
becomemoreawareof their rolein
therespons blemanagement of natural
resources. Theone- or two-day
campsareconsidered mandatory
classroomtimeby theschoolsandare
provided at no cost to the school
systemor tothestudents. All topics-
- grasslands, woodlands, wetlands,
soilsand water -- arepresented with
anemphasisonwater quality as
required by federal Section319grant
guiddines

Atthistime, 33North Dakotacoun-
tiesparticipateannually intheEco-Ed
Program, asdoesthe North Dakota
WildlifeFederation, whichbasesits
summer camp programon Eco-Ed
criteria. AnEco-Ed campfor adults
alsoisprovided duringthesummer
months. Todate, 18,000 North
Dakotastudentshaveattended Eco-
Edcamps.

Inadditionto Eco-Ed, BarnesCounty

SCD sponsorsother educational
programs, suchastheNorth Dakota
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Envirothon; Project Wet and Project
Wild—teacher education; 4-H
Conservation Camp; Soil Steward-
ship Programwithcounty churches,
Backyard Conservation; soil heath
workshopsfor producersand busi-
nesspeople; anddisplaysat theNorth
DakotaWinter Show, North Dakota
EducationAssociation, Wildlife
Federationand North DakotaA sso-
ciationof ConservationDigtricts.

| nternational PeaceGarden

TheBarnesCounty SCD haspur-
chasedandrestoredariparianarea
for useby thepublicasan outdoor
classroomand canoeing accesstothe
SheyenneRiver. Threeag-waste
systemshavebeencompletedusing
EPA Section319funds, and public
toursat thosesiteshavebeen con-
ducted.

Teachers, Washburn, N.D.

about any of these events.

Upcoming Events H

March7-17,2002 — North DakotaWinter Show, Valley City, N.D.
StopinandvisittheNPSBooth!

May 30-Junel, 2002— North Dakota/M anitobaJoint Envirothon—
June23-28, 2002 — Project WET — Lewis& Clark BigMuddy:
Missouri River Cultura History Institute, Washburn, N.D.

July 22-26, 2002 — Project WET — Summer Water Quality I nstitutefor

Please contact Jim Collins at 701.328.5161 for more information

TheDistrictworksclosaly withits
stateandfederal |egislatorstokeep
themadvised of conservationneedsin
NorthDakota.

Plan Now for New Projects

Eachyear, theNorth DakotaDepartment of Healthiseligibletoreceive
approximately $5millionin Section 319fundingto support stateand | ocal

water quality assessments, " one-on-one" planning assistancefor producers,
best management practi cecost-sharing, and publiceducation. Thespecific
goals, objectives, and costsof each project aredescribedindetail inthe
projectimplementation plans(PIPs). PlPsand associated Section 319
funding requestsare evaluated by the Department of Health and the NPS
Pollution Task Forceduringanannual review held every October.

Devel opment of local Section 319 Pl Pstakesaconsiderableamount of time
andeffort. Activitiesprecedingtheactual writing of thePIPmay include
securing partnerships, solicitingmatchingfunds, identifying NPSpollution
management needs, surveying producers, etc. Depending uponitscompl ex-
ity, it may not betoolateto haveyour project consideredinthisyear's
review. For assi stanceor to obtain moreinformation about Section 319
funding, contact Greg Sandnessor JimCollinsat 701.328.5210.

nonpoint source(NPS) pollutioncontrol projects. Theseprojectsmay include
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Nine Projects Approved for FY 2002 Section 319 Funding

TheNorth DakotaNonpoint Source
Pollution Task Forcehasapproved
andforwarded to EPA nineproject
proposalsfor Fiscal Y ear 2002
Section 319funding. Thefollowing
paragraphssummearizethose
projects.

North Dakota Groundwater
Sensitivity M apping Pr oj ect

L ead project sponsor: North Dakota
Department of Agriculture
Projecttype: Groundwater

Project area: Activeandfuture319
watershed project areasand areas of
intensveagricultura pesticideusage
inNorth Dakota.

FY 2002 fundsrequested: $393,000

Description: Thisfour-year project
will accel eratethecompl etion of the
soil survey geographical databasefor
theremaining published soil surveys
inNorthDakota. Thesesoil data-
bases, availablethroughthe USDA -
Natural ResourcesConservation
Service(NRCS), will serveasa
valuableresourcefor many uses
(e.g., Groundwater Protection
Program, Endangered Species
Program, Dairy Pollution Prevention
Program, watershed management/
modeling, soil/water conservation
planning, surfacewater protection,
anima wastesystems, wetland
inventories, climatemodelingand
pollution potentia modeling).

North Dakota StateW ater bank
Program

L ead project sponsor: North Dakota
Department of Agriculture

Project type: Watershed

Project area: Activeandfuture319
watershed project areasand the
DevilsLakewatershed.

FY 2002 fundsrequested: $300,000

Description: Thisprogramoffers
landownersanincentivetorestoreor
enhancewetlandsandtheir associated
uplands. Ten-year agreementswould
beestablished. Aninitia payment
would bemadetothelandownersnot
tousethelandfor agricultura pur-
posesfor thelength of theagreement.
Croplandwould beplantedtoagrass
mix asrecommended by the USDA -
NRCS.

By matching availablestatewaterbank
funding, approximately 24 agreements
could besignedwithlandownersin
the Section 319 watershed project
areasto set asidean additional 2,320
acresfor wetland conservation.

Hay Creek Water shed Water
Quality Improvement Project —
PhaseV

L ead project sponsors: City of
Bismarck, Bismarck Parksand
RecreationDidtrict, Burleigh County
Water ResourceDidtrict

Project type: Watershed

Project area. Hay Creek watershed
inBismarck

FY 2002 fundsrequested: $512,505

Description: TheHay Creek Water
Quiality Project will restoreand
improvetheaquatic ecosystemand
water quality of Hay Creek inBis-
marck. Theprojectwill providea
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safeand healthy environment for
recreational usersof Hay Creek and
itsassociated corridor. Thespecific
goal of PhaseV isto construct best
management practices(BMPs) from
Pebble Creek Golf CoursetoBis-
marck Expressway.

PhaseV will implement theHay
Creek Corridor planthat integrates
theobjectivesof responsibleresiden-
tial and commercia devel opment,
water quality improvement, recre-
ation, aesthetics, economics, natural
featureprotectionand stormwater
management inthewatershed.

Livestock WasteEducational and
AssistanceProgram

L ead project sponsor: North Dakota
StateUniversty Extenson Service
Projecttype: 1&E (information &
educetion)

Project area: Statewide

FY 2002 fundsrequested: $717,606

Description: A programwill be
developedtoddiver educationa
materia sand one-on-oneass stance
tolivestock producerstoimplement
manuremanagement practices. This
will reducetheimpactsof animal
feeding operationsto surfacewater,
groundwater andair quality. The
programwill focusonlivestock
systemsthat havelessthan 1000
anima units.

Twolivestock wastemanagement
extensonspeciadistswill behired.
Onespecialistwill belocated at the
Carrington Research Stationin
central North Dakota, and the other
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will belocatedin Dickinsoninwestern
North Dakota.

Theproject will dsowork withthe
existing Section 319 projectsthat have
identifiedlivestock wastecomponents.
Becauseof thetimeinvolvedwith
manuremanagement changes, a
timeframeof at least fiveyearsis
recommended.to achievethebest
possibleresults.

NPSBMP Team

L ead project sponsor: South Central
DakotaRegiona Council

Project type: Watershed

Project area: Jamesand Sheyenne
riverbasins

FY 2002 fundsrequested: $537,526

Description: Theprimary goa of this
proposal isto providetimely engineer-
ing assi stanceto Section 319 proj ect
sponsorsfor theaccel eratedimple-
mentation of BMPsinthe Jamesand
SheyenneRiver basnsand/or within
theninecountiesof the South Central
DakotaRC&D. Agricultural produc-
erswithin Section 319 watersheds

needtimely assistanceinthedesign
of structural and nonstructural
BMPsthat will improvewater
quality intheir watersheds. Thiswill
beaccomplishedthroughthe
continued employment of theNPS
BMPTeam. Theteam consistsof a
licensed professional engineeranda
civil engineeringtechnician.

L ower Pipestem Creek

Water shed Restoration Action
Strategy

L ead project sponsors. Stutsman,
Foster and Wellscounty soil con-
servationdidricts

Project type: Watershed

Project area: L ower Pipestem
Creek watershed below the
Sykeston Reservair.

FY 2002 fundsrequested:
$877,470

Description: Thisproject proposes
torestoretherecreational and
aquatic usesof theL ower Pipestem
Creek in Stutsman, Foster and
Weéllscounties. Thiswill beaccom-
plished by reducingerosion/

sediment levelson 75 percent of the
78,260 acresof cropland and 29,770
acresof pasture/rangeland. Inaddi-
tion, thereareabout 3,000 linear feet
of eroded streambank needing atten-
tion.

Thisgoa canbeaccomplished by
providingfinancia andtechnica
assistancefor conservation planning,
implementing BM Ps, and promotinga
stronginformationand education
program.

Cottonwood Creek Water shed

L ead project sponsor: LaMoure
County Soil ConservationDigtrict
Project type: Watershed
Projectarea: Cottonwood Creek
watershed

FY 2002 fundsrequested: $667,322

Description: Theprimary god of this
projectistoimprovethefishery and
recreational usesof LakeLaMoure
andthebiological integrity of Cotton-
wood Creek and the JamesRiver.
Initial effortsfocused ontheBerlin
subwatershed of Cottonwood Creek
andonLakeLaMoure. Based upon
the1995 LakelL aMoure Water
Quality Assessment Project results,
thissubwatershedisthehighest
contributor of NPSpollutionwithin
Cottonwood Creek.

Toreducethecumul ativeeffectsof
nutrientsand sediments, LaMoure
County SCD will providefinancia and
technica assstancefor farmunit
conservation planningandwill expand
itsinformation and education program
to placemoreemphasison specific
NPSpollutionissues.

(319 Projects ... cont. on page 5)
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Rocky Run Water shed Pr oj ect

L ead project sponsor: WellsCounty
Soil Conservation Digtrict

Project type: Watershed

Project area: JamesRiver headwa-
ters, Rocky Run Creek watershed
FY 2002 fundsrequested: $695,999

Description: Theprimary god of the
projectistoimprovewater quality
conditionswithintheRocky Run
Creek and itsassociated watershed
by reducing nutrientsand sediments
originatingonagricultura land. This
will beaccomplished by providing
financia andtechnical assstancefor
conservationplanningandBMP
installation, aswell asthroughinfor-
mationandeducationactivities
focusingonlocal NPSissues.

Upper SheyenneWater shed --
Phaselll

L ead project sponsor: WellsCounty
SCD

Project type: Watershed

Project area: Harvey Reservoir
watershed, apart of the Upper
Sheyennewatershed, whichislocated
inWellsand Sheridan countiesin
central North Dakota.

FY 2002 fundsrequested: $599,179

Description: Theprimary goal for
Phaselll of the Upper Sheyenne

Watershed Projectistorestorethe
recreational and aguatic usesof
Harvey Reservoir, the Sheyenne
River and thewatershed by reducing
thedelivery rateof nutrientsfrom
animd feedingareasandgrazinglands

by 30 percent. Toachievethisgoal,
project sponsorswill providefinancia
andtechnical assistancefor conserva-
tion planningand BMPimplementa-
tion, aswell asl& E activitiesfocusing
onlivestock manuremanagement and
grazingland/riparian areamanage-
ment.

North Dakota Department of Health Introduces Watershed Liaisons

TheNorth DakotaDepartment of
Health-- Divisonof Water Qualityis
expandingitsapproachtowatershed
managementinNorth Dakota. The
divison’' sSurfaceWater Quality

M anagement Program hasadded
threenew staff memberstoserveas
regional watershedliaisons. Through
theuseof liaisons, thedivisionhopes
toincreasetheinvolvement of soil
conservationandwater resource
districtsandlocal stakeholdersin
devel opingwatershed projects.

Theliaisonswill helpdevelopand
prepare Total MaximumDaily L oads
(TMDLs) forimpairedwater bodies.
TMDL sspecify themaximumIoad of
apollutant that abody of water can
receiveandstill meetthe State Water
Quality Standards. For waterbodies
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Regional Watershed Liaisons

Yellowsto
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Littl Upper Heart

l:l Central — Jim Collins Jr.

l:l East — Pam Skon

l:l North Central — Heather Duchscherer l:l Southwest — Mark Glaser
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not meeting statestandards,aTM DL
must bedevel opedfor each pollutant
thatiscausingastandardsviolation,
and pollutant-reductiongoa smust be
set. TheTMDL sdevel oped by the
regiond liaisonswill hel pstrengthen
locally ledeffortstoimprovewater
qudity.

Another primary duty of theregional
liaisonswill betoassistlocal sponsors
inthedevel opment andimplementation
of Section 319 nonpoint source
pollutionmanagement projects.

Threeindividuasfill theliaisonposi-
tions, whicharelocatedinoffices
throughout thestate. Pam Skon, who
staffstheeasternofficelocatedin
Fargo, will beresponsibleprimarily for
activitiesintheRedRiverbasin. The
southwesternoffice, locatedin

NorthDakota

Nonpoint SourcePollution Task Force
NorthDakotaDepartment of Health
Divisonof Water Qudity

Box 5520, 1200 Missouri Ave.
Bismarck, N.D. 58504

Dickinson, isstaffedby Mark Glaser,
whowill leadactivitiesintheMis-
souri River basin. Heather
Duchscherer, thenorthcentra
regiona liaisonbasedinTowner,is
responsiblefor theSourisRiver basin
andnorthernMissouri River basin.
JmCaoallinsJr.,anenvironmental
scientistwiththeDepartment of
HedthinBismarck, will work with
projectsinthecentral regionof the
stateand coordinatetheliaison
project.

Individual sor groupsinterestedin
sponsoringor initiating awatershed
improvement project areencouraged
tocontactJJmCollinsJr. or the
watershedliaisonintheir area
NDDoH Regional Offices

Central Region
JmCollinsJr.

1200 Missouri Ave.
Bismarck, N.D. 58504
701.328.5161

Eastern Region
Pam Skon

2301 8th Ave. N
Fargo, N.D. 58102
701.476.4123

Southwestern Region
Mark Glaser

135Sims St. Suite 210
Dickinson, N.D. 58601
701.225.5113

North Central Region
Heather Duchscherer
Towner, N.D. 58788
701.537.2043
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